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Rickets—In theory and practice. 
By R. H. Smyrue, M.R.C.V.S., Camborne. 





The various theories concerning the nature of 
rickets having been discussed so recently by the 
members of the Centra Division on the occasion of 
Mr. Henry Gray’s very able paper, it may appear 
futile to re-open the subject. But as this condition, 
in common with many other problems surrounding 
nutrition, is still apparently an unknown quantity, 
a few further observations may not be out of place, 
even if they merely serve to arouse criticism, which, 
though mainly destructive, may also be partly con- 
structive. Any apologies offered are, therefore, 
for the manner in which the matter is treated rather 
than for the subject itself. 

The various present-day theories regarding the 
etiology of rickets are based on premises most of 
which, under practical tests, have failed to justify 
their acceptance when viewed either independently 
or collectively. 

Briefly, the presumed causative or predisposing 
factors are as follows :— 

(i.) Deficiency of -calcium salts in the food; (ii.) 
Deficiency of vitamines; (iii.) Insufficient food ; 
(iv.) Lack of exercise; (v.) Insufficient sunlight ; 
(vi). In-breeding. 

Considering these collectively, how do these cir- 
cumstances, as producers of rickets, conform with 
everyday experience? If we presume that the 
presence of these factors alone causes rickets, then we 
may assume that we have merely to provide suitable 
and abundant diet, unlimited exercise and hygienic 
quarters, lit by natural sunlight, and rickets will be a 
thing of the past. The more up-to-date breeders of 
to-day would deem themselves fortunate indeed 
if attention to such simple details of everyday care 
would eliminate the evil. We know of a kennel of 
cocker spaniels, conducted on thoroughly scientific 
lines, where no expense is spared in providing what is 
presumed to be correct feeding, ample exercise and 
ideal housing. ‘The curse of this establishment is 
rickets. On the other hand, we have all met with 
litters of pure-bred puppies as well as litters of non- 
descripts, reared without the slightest regard to 
hygiene, fed on the most unsuitable diet (apparently) 
and confined in small, dark and dirty quarters, 
without developing the least sign of the disorder. 

The writer has recently purchased puppies from two 
consecutive litters of black cocker spaniels. As a 
contrast to the methods of the kennel previously 





mentioned, the bitch whelped in a dark coal-cellar ; 
her principal diet was crusts of white bread soaked in 
water, augmented by a little rice pudding occasionally. 
During the first two months of their existence, the 
puppies were confined in the crate in which they were 
born; after this they were removed to a small and 
ill-lit disused fowls’ house. The two litters numbered, 
in all, sixteen puppies. With the exception of two 
that died shortly after birth, every puppy has grown 
to be a strong, straight-limbed adult, without a trace 
of rickets, and the second litter was doubly in-bred 
to a well-known stud dog. 

Also, to be quite consistent, one should find whole 
litters, of which the individuals have been fed and 
treated alike, affected and whole litters sound, accord- 
ing to the treatment which has been meted out to 
them, whereas in practice we usually find one or 
more members of a litter affected whilst the remainder 
may be quite healthy and straight-limbed. It is 
interesting to note further that it is not always the 
“weedy” pups which become affected, but more 
often the heavy-boned puppies with the shortest and 
thickest limbs. 

Hereditary predisposition may, in certain cases, 
play some part in the production of rickets in 
individual cases, whilst the litter brothers and sisters 
remain normal ; as, for instance, when a mother who 
was rickety has a rickety daughter, who resembles 
her mother, whilst all the other children of this mother, 
resembling their father, do not have rickets. 

But this argument does not always hold good, for 
whilst in the human species a score of years or more 
passes between birth andethe production of offspring, 
in the dog, for example, only a year elapses, and it is 
a much more easy matter to trace numerous genera- 
tions. We have succeeded in doing this in several 
kennels, as well as in particular strains of dogs known 
to us, and we assert as an observed fact that individual 
puppies frequently become affected when neither 
the sire nor the dam, nor the ancestors for many 
generations back, have suffered from rickets in any 
visible form. Conversely, we can record an instance 
where both sire and dam suffered from rickets with 
malformation of the bones, and yet they have pro- 
duced a litter, every member of which has grown into 
a sound, healthy adult without a trace of the disease. 

We will now consider the alleged causative factors 
separately :— 

(i.) DeFictENCY oF CALcIUM.—-The experiments of 
Korenchevsky prove that the feeding of bone-meal 
or oiher forms of calcium to young animals neither 
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prevents nor cures rickets, and, indeed, has very little | 


effect upon the bones, unless given in excessive 
quantities, or unless there has been actual calcium 
starvation. They also demonstrate that there is 
seldom any deficiency of calcium in the blood of 
animals affected with rickets. 

Nevertheless, Ca in the bone has to be derived 


from Ca in the food, and if a rapidly-growing animal | 
is starved or fed on improper food or suckled by a | 


mother kept under these conditions, there is a distinct 
possibility of Ca starvation. There are also variations 
in the Ca and fat content of the milk of different 
individuals of the same species. But, although 
this factor may produce bone symptoms resembling 
those of rickets, neither these cases nor those pro- 
duced by Mellanby when he fed rats on a diet lacking 
antirachitic vitamine are bone rickets. Ca starvation 
in actual practice is the exception rather than the 
rule, but it must be remembered that a sufficiency 
of phosphorus in the milk of the nursing mother is 
essential to the absorption of calcium even when 
the latter is present in the milk in excess, A 
deficiency of phosphorus in the food of the mother 
(e.g., lack of animal food) will produce a corresponding 
deficiency in the milk, and therefore the young animal 
may not absorb the required amount of calcium. 
Puppies reared on a foster-mother, usually a mongrel- 
bitch half-starved, may not do so well, owing to 
Ca starvation, which, in addition to lowering the 
calcium content of the bones, may also produce 
diarrhea, nervous symptoms and convulsions, which 
may be erroneously diagnosed as being the result of 
worms. According to Korenchevsky, rickets due 
to calcium deficiency in the milk of the mother (fed 
on a diet deficient in Ca) does not appear to be 
prevented by the administration of cod liver oil. 

It may be of interest to consider the approximate 
quantities of Ca required by young growing animals. 
For every pound increase in weight 144 grains of 
lime is required. An average cocker spaniel puppy, 
after weaning, puts on in weight per week for the 
first fortnight about 8oz. After this the increase 
is 1$lbs. per week until three months old, when it 
drops to Ilb. At five months the average increase 
is 120z. per week, until at seven months it drops to 
8oz. At eight months in most cases rapid growth 
ceases, except that muscular development occurs 
and fat is deposited. 

Growth during six weeks’ nursing may be about 
Ijlbs., equivalent to 180 grains “of lime. This 
represents, in terms of cow’s milk, about nine pints. 
For a litter of six puppies, this means 54 pints in 
forty-two days, about 1} pints per day, or about 
440z. for each puppy. 

Between six and eight weeks growth may be IIb., 
equivalent to 144 grains of lime, one gallon of milk, 
or, roughly, lloz. of milk per day for each puppy. 

*Growing goats and sheep require 30 grains of lime 
and 20-45 grains of phosphoric acid daily. 

*Calves need 300 grains of lime and 270 grains of 
phosphoric acid per day, which is contained in about 
two gallons of milk. 

* See Smith's Hygiene. 
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A point worthy of notice is that the degree of 
calcification existing at birth varies in the young 
of different animals. In puppies the bones are soft, 
and the greater part of calcification is post-natal. 


Seeing that practically all young animals are born 
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with normal bone formation, and that rickets is 
associated mainly with nutrition after birth, it follows 
that there is a greater likelihood of bone changes due 
to Ca starvation occurring in the puppy than, for 
instance, in the calf or foal, in each of which calcifica- 
tion is well advanced at the time of birth. In 
young lions born in captivity the bones are almost 
purely cartilaginous, and it is now the custom to feed 
the caged pregnant lioness on meat with bones. It 
must, however, be borne in mind that the ingestion of 
chewed bone has many actions within the body, of 
which a comparatively minor one is the provision of 
lime ; but before the lime can be absorbed it must be 
made soluble by the acid juices. It is more likely 
that the bulk of the calcium content of the body, in 
carnivora, is supplied by the ingestion of animal fat, 
a good deal of which is of course contained in fresh 
bones. 

It is probable that certain soils or the vegetation 
they carry are lacking in lime salts to such an extent 
as to cause some degree of Ca starvation in herbivora. 
This may account for the fact that shire horses thrive 
better in some counties than in others. 

It taus appears that a form of rickets (pseudo- 
rickets) may arise from a Ca-deficient diet during 
the time that growth is most rapid, but that the 
normal supply of milk is usually sufficient to provide 
the requirements, and in later life ordinary good 
feeding provides a sufficiency. 

It would seem that in puppies the period at which 
Ca starvation is most likely to occur is from the 
sixth to the eighth week of life, that is to say, immedi- 
ately after weaning. 

(ii.) Derictency or Viramines.——That an absolute 
lack of anti-rachitic vitamines may cause the appear- 
ance of rickets is an acknowledged fact, but expert- 
mental rickets is quite different to the condition naturally 
acquired. No one has yet specified the definite 
quantity of any vitamine essential to healthy growth, 
and we may take it that the percentage of anti-rachitic 
vitamine in the food, that is required to set certain 
metabolic processes in action is very small, It will 
certainly be present in the diet provided by every 
up-to-date breeder, and it will probably be present 
in the mixed diet fed to the household pet. 

The increased attention paid in late years to the 
inclusion of vitamines in the food has not been 
attended by a proportionate decrease in the prevalence 
of rickets. 

A deficiency of vitamines alone would not account 
for the appearance of a single individual case of 
rickets in a litter fed and treated alike, nor would 
it account for the appearance of the condition in 
one class of animal and not in another, reared on 
the same farm, and living under the same conditions 
of feeding and pasturage. 

There is one possibility that may be borne in 
mind—-namely, that even if vitamines were deficient 
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in the diet of a suckling bitch, provided that she were 
fat, a sufficient quantity of vitamine A or of anti- 
rachitic vitamine might reach the milk as the result 
of the absorption of the bitch’s own fat. This 
might account for the non-appearance of rickets in 
the cocker puppies mentioned, which were suckled 
by a fat bitch, fed on bread and water, and occasionally 
milk-pudding. 

It might be expected that rickets would be less 
prevalent in those species in which the milk of the 
mother is rich in fat, but in practice this is not the 
case, 

It must not be imagined, however, that either 
rickets or any other nutritional disorder is hound to 
appear in the offspring of a mother fed on a deficiency 
diet. Many emaciated cows, as every country 
practitioner knows, give birth to fat, healthy calves, 
and this often occurs on farms where the cattle are 
forced to depend upon grazing, which at some seasons 
of the year is very scanty. But more striking 
instances occur in bitches in which the diet has been 
not only deficient in vitamines, but also in calcium, 
and in which the existing emaciation is the result of 
actual starvation. However thin the bitch may be, 
the puppies, at any rate at the time of birth, are 
invariably plump and fat, although fewer in number 
than in a normal well-fed bitch. Nor, as was the 
experience of Korenchevsky in the case of rats, 
have we observed that. the young of deficiency-fed 
bitches are frequently born dead; it would appear 
from our experience that the greater number are 
stillborn when the mother is abnormally fat. In 
this case delayed parturition may play a part, but 
even in easy labour in fat bitches it is by no means 
uncommon for whole litters to be born dead. 
Although Korenchevsky found, too, that the offspring 
of female animals fed during conception and lactation 
on a diet deficient in Ca developed rickets in spite 
of the administration of cod liver oil to both mother 
and offspring. These results are not confirmed in 
practice, for puppies bred from a bitch fed on a diet 
deficient both in Ca and vitamines do not necessarily 
develop rickets, providing that after weaning they are 
fed on a suitable normal diet. The following cases, 
which occurred in our practice, will help to confirm 
this. 

Case 1.—Black cocker spaniel bitch, aged eleven 
and a half months, in an extremely emaciated con- 
dition. Since birth, this animal had been a bad 
feeder, would never touch fat, and for a month before 
parturition existed on about two ounces of broken 
biscuit daily ; refused gravy and meat. Apparently 
healthy and always active. Gave birth to two 
fat, large pups, and nursed them for three weeks, when 
one, quite needlessly in our opinion, as far as the 
health of the puppy was concerned, was transferred 
to a foster-mother. At four months neither of these 
showed any tendency to rickets, and both were 
normal and well-developed. 

Case 2. -Pekingese bitch, aged two years, fed on bread 
and biscuits, no milk or meat, occasionally given cake 
and sweetmeats, The owner in this case laboured 
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under the delusion that animal food of any description 
was injurious. The bitch was exceedingly thin. 
Gave birth to two fat over-sized puppies, both of 
which died. She was then presented with the 
smallest of a litter of five spaniel puppies from a 
normal mother, and nursed this for six weeks. 
Although the puppy in question had not suffered any 
calcium or vitamine deficiency, probably, whilst in 
utero, it was reared by a deficiency-fed bitch on milk 
which, one would suppose, although sufficient in 
quantity, would constitute a Ca-fat diet. At the 
end of six weeks its weight was 25 per cent. in excess 
of that of any of the other puppies, and at three and 
a half months it was still by far the largest. Curiously, 
whilst two of the puppies left on the spaniel bitch 
showed mild rickets at two months, the puppy, in 
question was perfectly sound, until we lost sight of 
it at nearly four months. 

The observations of Miss M. Bruce Murray, an 
Associate of the Institute of Almoners, prove con- 
clusively that where there is insufficient nutriment 
for the maintenance of mother and foetus, it is the 
mother who suffers. The material for the purpose 
of her report to the Medical Report Council was found 
at St. Thomas’s Hospital and the General Lying-In 
Hospital, Lambeth, and the records covered pre-war, 
war and post-war periods. Mothers in any way 
abnormal were excluded, and only first babies were 
selected as, in the case of primipare, there was no 
question of fatigue through the care of other children, 
and the monetary resources of the mother couid be 
arrived at with some degree of accuracy. 

The relationship between the mother’s net income 
and the birth-weight and birth-length of the child 
has been gauged, with the result that no correlation of 
practical importance is seen to exist between the 
income of the mother and the weight and length of 
the child at birth. These observations tally with 
those of German and Austrian investigators. It was 
also shown that neither age nor stature of the mother 
nor the season have any appreciable influence on 
birth-weight or length. 

Dr. J. S. Fairbairn, Obstetrical Physician and 
Lecturer on Midwifery t6 St. Thomas’s Hospital, in 
a preface to the above report, states that the natural 
assumption that the effect of malnutrition of the 
mother will be shown by the birth of puny and ill- 
nourished babies is not in accord either with the 
teaching of physiology, with the statistics collected in 
Germany and Austria, during the latter years of the 
war, or with Miss Bruce Murray’s facts, figures and 
deductions. 

(iii.) INsurFIciENT Frepinc. -By this we refer 
to an insufficient quantity of good food. In practice 
the same term may indicate a large quantity of 
unsuitable food. Now, what is meant by “ good” 
food 2? What, for instance, would be “good” food 
for a puppy from birth to adult growth ? 

The constitution of the bitch’s milk may vary 
considerably in different animals. It may be 
deficient in butter-fat, in calcium and, equally im- 
portant, in phosphorus. It is quite possibly lacking 
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in quantity, particularly if the litter is a large one. 
Provided that a sufficient amount of normal rich 
milk is available, we may conclude that until weaning 
time the puppy will have “good food.” After this 
artificial feeding suddenly replaces natural nourish- 
ment, and at this time a diet may be provided which, 
though excessive in quantity, may still be a deficiency 
diet. For the first six months of life we are of 
opinion that full-cream milk should form a considerable 
portion of the diet, and for the first month after 
weaning we advise warming the milk and adding 
beef-suet, which has a comparatively low melting 
point. Some of the proprietary puppy foods, in 
the form of milk-substitutes, give remarkably good 
results in practice, but even these can be improved 
by the addition of suet. Large bones are good, 
not because the puppy consumes any appreciable 
quantity of the lime they contain, but because of 
their fat content. Oatmeal boiled in milk is a good 





food, but we are of opinion that at least a third part 
of the total diet in dogs, especially from six weeks 
to six months, should consist of meat and fat .prefer- 
ably raw. If cooked, the gravy, which contains 
much of the fat and salts should be included. Although 
white bread is theoretically incorrect, we have 
never seen injurious effects from its use, providing that 
new milk and meat formed part of the diet; but 
it must be confessed that in many cases where white 
bread formed the bulk of the diet, healthy, non- 
rachitic pups have been reared, whilst many “ rickety ” 
ones have developed on an ideal diet. 

Overfeeding, by producing excessive body weight, 
is, in heavy breeds at least, more likely to be followed 
by rickets than a moderate degree of underfeeding. 
A well-known gentleman farmer, a breeder and noted ! 
judge, recently remarked that he never purchased | 
puppies from ladies, as they were invariably rickety | 
from pampering, confinement, and overfeeding. 
Possibly in these cases the food may have been 
unsuitable but a food which puts on flesh is seldom a 
deficiency diet, and if in puppies reared by ladies the 
food can generally be considered suitable, the in- 
ference drawn by this keen observer of dogs is in 
direct contrast to the statement of Mellanby, that 
puppies will not develop rickets in confinement. if, 


the diet is good. 


There is a far greater percentage of puppies suffering 
from rickets to be found in the kennels of the up-to- 
date breeder and feeder than in the poorest cottage, 
and although hereditary factors and in-breeding 
may predispose to rickets in the large kennel, it is 
just as certain that good feeding does not always 
prevent it as that insufficient feeding does not always 
cause it. 

(iv.) Lack or Exercise.-Although, not disputing 
the fact that in heavy breeds, in particular, lack of 
exercise is detrimental, we can assert from experience 
that abundant exercise, even when combined with 
correct feeding, will not prevent rickets the ten- 
dency exists in the individual. We are also of opinion 
that when once the condition commences to make 
its appearance, abundant exercise will make matters 
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worse by placing undue strain on a bone already 
lacking in rigidity. Even a rachitic bone usually 
becomes rigid sooner or later, and the straighter the 
limb can be kept pending the completion of the 
calcification process, the Jess the chance of permanent 
deformity. 

We record the case of a spaniel puppy, aged four 
months, with advanced rickets affecting both fore 
limbs, which were crossed during progression, so that 
the animal walked on the external aspect of the 
metacarpus. Until this stage was reached exercise 
had been persisted in. The case now appeared 
hopeless, and the patient was confined in a kennel. 
With complete rest, recovery commenced, and now, 
at eighteen months, the dog is doing duty at stud in 
another part of England, and is a successful sire of 
healthy puppies. So much for heredity. 

(v.) INsuFFIctENT SuNLIGHT.—Nowadays very few 
young animals are reared without sufficient light. 
and as we quoted in an earlier instance, even com- 
parative darkness does not necessarily induce rickets. 
Neither does the absence of ultra-violet rays, which 
may be held back by glass, necessitate its appearance. 
The majority of toy dogs, as well as chiidren, are reared 
in winter, for the greater part of each day, in rooms 
lit by windows. 

The writer invariably rears his winter puppies 
in a converted greenhouse, with merely the roof 
covered with felt, and although a spacious run is 
attached, it is often unused for days or weeks at a 
time in bad weather. Never has a puppy in this 
house developed rickets. 

In a state of nature the majority of animals are 
born either under ground in complete darkness or in 
caves, or under cover where light is scanty. Many 
young animals -c./., rats, foxes, badgers and rabbits— 
spend the greater part of their lives in almost complete 
darkness, but we have yet to observe rickets in the 
wild animal. 

(vi.) IN-Breepine.——Possibly this does predispose 
to rickets, as it does to every other disorder the flesh 
is heir to, but as the majority of prize-winners at 
dog shows are more or less in-bred, it follows that it 
does not absolutely necessitate the occurrence of 
the condition. 


THe CuirnicaL ASPECT OF RICKETS. 


Rickets, so far as the term denotes changes in the 
bone, is a symptom, not a disorder per se. 

Precisely the same conditions which operate to 
produce the bone defects in the puppy may be the 
cause, in other puppies, of changes in the muscles, 
ligaments, tendons, and in involuntary muscular 
tissue, such as the wall of the bowel. _It is important 
to distinguish between those symptoms which may 
be coincidental and those which are consequential to 
the condition, but it is particularly noticeable 
that characteristic appearances may be evident in 
other puppies of a litter some of which are affected 
with true bone rickets, and these appearances are so 
commonly associated with the rickety tendency as 
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to give the impression that they are part and parcel 
of the disease. 

For instance, in a litter of puppies one or more may 
show characteristic bone lesions, whilst all the others 
may be apparently normal. 

But in some cases one puppy, fat and to all appear- 
ances healthy, is unable to stand. The breeder tells 
us it is “ weak on the leg.” and from experience he 
knows that time will remedy this defect. Another 
puppy looks fat and well, he feeds well. At play he is 
lazy ; his manner is a Jittle reserved and more serious 
than that of the others. He runs a little way. then 
lies down ; in fact, he lies most of the time. A week 
or two later he may have become normal or, on the 
other hand, he may not appear so fat, his back may 
be a little arched, and it may be noticed that the lower 
line of the abdomen does not appear quite natural. 
The junction of the abdominal and thoracic walls, 
at the point of the sternum, is well marked; the 
abdomen dips just here. On palpation, the muscle 
walls feel unnaturally thin. and the outline of the 
intestines can be clearly felt. Passing the hand 
along the ribs, it will be found that the last two or 
three on either side are too mobile, and afford no sup- 
port to the abdominal walls. 
appears to be distended with gas; there may bea little 
diarrhoea. As weeks pass he may improve generally 
or, as is more likely, he may fail to thrive; his hind- 
quarters may appear emaciated, whilst the abdomen 
will be more distended than before. These cases are 
always associated with an enlarged liver. His ribs 
may now feel too small in proportion to the size of his 


body; the chest is narrow, and there may be an 8- | 


shaped curve in several adjacent ribs of one side, pro- 
ducing a visible deformity of the chest wall. 

Another puppy may suffer from “ slack pasterns,”’ 
due to lengthened tendons, or the lateral ligaments of 
the carpal joints may be of uneven length, allowing 
the foot to turn either inwards or outwards. In 
some cases changes in tendons and ligaments necessi- 
tate the puppy resting on the tip of the nose and points 
of the shoulders ; in other instances the feet are bent 
inwards from the knee, and the animal walks on the 
external aspect of the metacarpi, with the fore feet 
crossed under him. Some puppies show weakness 
in the muscles of the loins. and walk on the back of 
the tarsus, or there may be complete paralysis of the 
hinder part of the body. Paraplegia is a common 
symptom of rickets, and is sometimes the only oné in 
setters, and is also common in Great Danes. 

To make our point quite clear, we will again 
emphasise the fact that any or all of these appearances 
may be exhibited in a litter, without visible bone 
changes, yet each symptom is but a manifestation of 
one disorder. 

Probably some of my readers may consider that 
these are merely symptoms of worms, mild or latent 
distemper, or some other puppy ailment; but if they 
will consider how often these manifestations are 
connected with rickets of the bones, either in the 
individual puppy concerned or in other members of 
the litter, P fa will realise that rickets, as we know it, 
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and this other medley of symptoms are one and the 
same complaint, and that visible bone changes are only 
one of the symptoms, and may or may not be 
co-existent. 


EtTioLoey oF RICKETs. 


That, experimentally, rickets can be produced by 
diet deficiencies has been proved by the investigations 


| of Korenschevsky, Mellanby and others; that, in 


practice, rickets does not occur as the result of diet 


_ deficiencies has been proved by the observations of 








Miss Bruce Murray, Dr. J. 8. Fairbairn, and numerous 
practical observers. 

The whole etiology of rickets is a mass of contra- 
dictions and it is apparent that there is at least 
another factor at work still undiscovered, the presence 
of which will bring the statements of various workers 
into line. 

It is quite possible that a particular structure may 
act as a laboratory for the reception of calcium 
compounds from the blood and may issue them again 
to the blood stream in a form acceptable to the 
cartilaginous bone. Although Korenschevsky’s 
experiments appear to negative the assumption, it 
still seems possible that the thymus gland may have 
some special function in this respect, and that disorder 
of this structure might upset the balance of calcium 
deposition. It is worthy of note that the existence 
of the thymus coincides with two important periods 
in the life of the young animal, viz., calcification and 
the time during which the diet is exclusively milk. 


It may also be imagined that normal ossifying 
cartilage has some special means of attracting calcium 
to it. Perhaps an internal secretion from the thymus 
or some other gland may have an influence in this 
respect also. It is a curious fact that the rachitic 
bone, finding that the amount of lime reaching it is 
small, prepares a far larger transition zone than is 
normal, with the object apparently of trapping all 
that can be secured. Yet this increase in the pro- 
liferous cartilage is not nearly so marked in artificial 
rickets produced by feeding on a calcium-deficient 
diet as in the natural case fed on a normal diet, and 
it would thus appear that in the natural case there is 
some stimulus present which is.absent in the normal 
(but caleium-starved) animal, This points to the 
existence of a controlling factor in natural rickets 
outside of the bone, and would be explained by 
deficiency of or changes in the nature of a secretion 
which might be furnished by the thymus or other gland 
or structure of the body possessed of an internal 


secretion. 

The pituitary body is also connected with the growth 
of bone, and disease of its structure gives rise to the 
condition known as acromegaly. 

The thymus and _internal-secreting _gilands are 
worthy of greater attention, with relation to their 
influence upon calcification, than has yet been 


accorded: them. 
(Continued at foot of next page.) 
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Clinical Thermometers. 
By E. P. Epwarps, M.R.C.V.S., Mold. 


All practitioners will agree that there is no more 
indispensable diagnostic instrument than the ther- 
mometer, and must have welcomed the action of a 
paternal Government in making it compulsory that 
all such instruments should be sold with the test stamp 
and guarantee of the National Physical Laboratory. 

This is a warranty of absolute accuracy of register, 
if it is anything, and as such should be of the greatest 
value. My purpose here is to strike a note of warn- 
ing, and also of query, as to the fulness, and certainty 
of warranty of the stamped thermometer. 

Prior to the passing of this Act, one judged one’s 
“ Clinicals” by results only, and sought security by 
buying them from a reputable firm, and paying a good 
price for them, or even taking a Kew Certificate with 
them. 

After the protective ordinance became law, one was 
lulled into a sense of security, and bought anything 
bearing this Government ‘“ Hall Mark,” with serene 
confidence, but personally I must say that confidence 
has received many severe shocks. 

In the summer of 1919, I was called to a milk fever 
cow, lying in a field; a far-gone, almost comatose case. 
I first inflated, and then quite perfunctorily, and chiefly 
for the edification of a crowded audience, took her 








(Continued from previous page. ) 
CONCLUSIONS. 


(i.) Rickets may occur in spite of every known 
possible precaution, whilst it may be absent under 
the worst conditions of housing and feeding. 

It is almost purely a disease of domestication. 

(ii.) Since it may affect only one of a litter, with 
no history of rickets in its ancestry, it may be 
attributed to the peculiarities of the individual. 

(iii.) Rickets may assume various forms and 
visible bone changes are not essential. 

(iv.) In actual practice deficient nutrition of the 
mother does not necessitate any diminution in the 
size or weight of the offspring. In puppies observed 
by the author there was no evidence of rickets when’ 
the mother had been fed on a deficiency diet. 

(v.) Calcium starvation in puppies is quite possible 
and may produce convulsions and nervous disorders. 
Bone changes produced by calcium deficiency usually 
occur soon after weaning, are slight, and are almost 
invariably rectified naturally. 

(vi.) The actual cause of naturally-acquired rickets 
is unknown. 

REFERENCES, 

The Atiology and Pathology of Rickets from an 
Experimental point of view, V. Korenchevsky, M.D. 

Experimental Rickets, E. Mellanby. 

Report to the Medical Research Council, Miss M. 
Bruce Murray. 

Smith’s Veterinary Hygiene. 

Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics. 





temperature, and my clinical said “97.” Repeating 
the experiment twice gave the same result, and yet 
pulse, surface temperature, and clinical instinct told 
me, “‘ No, not so near death’s door as all that’; so 
1 fortunately gave a prognosis, tinctured only with the 
correct degree of pessimism, and promised a later 
visit. Five or six hours later ] saw the animal, and 
she got up when I politely asked her to, and recorded 
a temperature of 102°F.—-on another thermometer : 
but my equally respectably marked friend of the 
morning said “ 97 ” persistently. 

This led to my testing some thirty thermometers 
(which I generally keep for tuberculin testing), by 
immersing them all simultaneously in warm water, 
together with a previously tested, reliable thermometer 
which gave a reading of 104°F. The result was more 
surprising than reassuring, for there was only a small 
percentage which registered exactly correctly and 
exactly alike, whilst the discrepancies ranged from 
‘2 to a full 3 degrees of difference. 

Several were registering considerably too low, and 
leaving out those whose error was fractional, in a large 
proportion the errors ranged from } to 2 degrees, and 
in some, up to 3 degrees higher than the “ Master’ 
instrument. 

The experiment was repeated with water tested to 
108, and there were further revelations. 

Several of the low-recording instruments were now 
shown to be utterly and dangerously useless ; a pro- 
portion of them failed to record within two to three 
degrees of the actual] temperature, and others recorded 
well above it. 

In these latter it was found that the column of 
mercury was a broken one; a plainly visible gap had 
been jumped by the Mercurial Deity, somewhere 
between the bulb, and the highest point registered. 
These thermometers could not, without great “Ju-Jitsu 
efforts,’ be shaken down again to subnormal, and on 
repeated tests with high temperatures the “ gap” 
and the eccentric behaviour recurred. 

Those thermometers which registered high when 
tested at 104° showed a rather higher proportionate 
register at the higher temperature test, but the main 
result, taking the whole of the instruments tested, 
and eliminating the absolutely useless ones, was that 
not more than 30 per cent. of the whole registered 
absolutely alike. Fearing a fallacy in this test, owing 
to some being half and others being three minute 
instruments, I have repeated these tests since, in an 
incubator kept at a fixed temperature, with similar 
results. 

On the occasion of this first test I selected the worst 
offenders of both varieties—the hectic and the 
frigid ones—and returned them to the makers, with 
a full description of my test, and its results as to their 
delinquencies. Fresh instruments were supplied, 
with a docility and a studied avoidance of argument, 
or attempt at explanation, which made me think the 
experience was no new one. I wonder. 

Since that time I have tested batches of new 
thermometers in large numbers at various times, with 
the general result that I have never found a batch in 
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which all registered exactly alike, and always found a 
certain percentage of absolute “ wrong-uns.”’ 

I have thought of writing about this matter for 
several years, but the road to somewhere is “ paved 
with good intentions.” However, owing to a very 
bad attack of “flu,” I have recently, for about a 
month, lived on the threshold of this land, and at my 
doctor’s persuasion, J have for three weeks or 
more kept a daily chart of my own temperature. 
The experience has been quite interesting, and incident- 
ally has precipitated this article. I selected 2 by $ 
minute, 2 by 1 minute, and 2 by 2 minute clinicals. 
and will only summarise some of my results. Of 
these six the “ half minuters” never registered alike 
but always gave a ‘2 difference of reading. The 
two “1 minuters” were “ pals,” and always agreed, 
but they did not agree with the “2 minuters,”’ and 
the latter were the only ones which on a consistent 
three weeks test were the really accurate ones. 

Another result of these tests was. that neither the 
half minute or the one minute instruments registered 
their own correct temperature in the half or one minute 
respectively. They always required a longer time. 
and I came to the conclusion that you couldn’t trust 
“ Mr. half minute” under about a two minute mini- 
mum, and that, speaking generally, they all require 
a longer time to “ cook” than is marked on them. 

The most startling result of my little personal 
experience, however, came a few days ago, and to my 
mind it is fraught with significance. One of the 
half minute thermometers I was using was a favourite, 
because of the clarity of its marking, giving particularly 
easy reading. On waking each morning for the 
previous few days my temperature had been slightly 
sub-normal, so judge of my dismay when, on the 
particular day just referred to, this favourite registered 
102 degrees at 9 a.m. I knew it was absurd, because 
I didn’t feel like it, and on examining the instrument 
it was found to be a “ gapper”; a gap of at least 
} of an inch being plainly visible in the mercury 
column. After severe shaking it goes down to 
subnormal, and the gap apparently is overcome, but 
after repeated trials when now used the gap always 
develops. 

My correct temperature on this eventful morning 
was 97-8°. Now this instrument had been in con- 
stant use for three weeks, and was functioning con- 
sistently, if not absolutely accurately. Why, then, 
should it suddenly “ go off the deep end,” so to speak, 
give me an unmerited fright, and ruin its own reputa- 
tion for ever? The logical corollary of these various 
observations, if correct, constitutes, I suppose, a 
grave indictment of the trustworthiness of the clinical 
thermometer, or rather of the value of the guarantee 
afforded by the Government stamp. 

The great importance of such a valuable diagnostic 
guide as the “ clinical” being above suspicion as to 
accuracy can hardly be exaggerated, and to our 
profession, particularly in Tuberculin and Mallein 
testing, where a slight inaccuracy may make the 
difference between a “ Pass” or “ Reject” verdict, 
whilst also in everyday work absolute accuracy is 
essential. I am inclined to think that the dis- 
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crepancies and inaccuracies found are less frequent or 
marked latterly than they were two or three years ago, 
but nevertheless they are sufficiently frequent and 
serious to destroy confidence. 

The practitioner is entitled to expect that the Govern- 
ment stamp should be a “ Hall Mark” of absolute 
accuracy, which I certainly say it is not, and hence [ 
sound the sceptical and warning note to others, and 
invite the expression of their experience. 





The Prevention of Distemper Infection at Shows. 
At a recent meeting of the Kennel Club Council of 
Representatives, Captain Hamilton Kirk, M.R.C.V.S., 
made the following proposals, aiming at the elimination 
of infection from distemper at dog shows :— 
(a) That all animals exhibited at sanction shows shall 
be inspected and passed by a qualified veterinary 
surgeon before admittance to the hall. 

(6) That rule 9 shall be amended to read as follows :— 
*“At least one qualified veterinary surgeon maust 
be appointed to a show. No dog suffering from 
an infectious or contagious disease shall be allowed 
to enter or remain in a show. The veterinary 
surgeon shall, etc.”” In other words, an unqualified 
substitute or assistant shall not be permitted to 
perform this duty. 

That admission to the hall of each dog shall depend 
upon the possession by its exhibitor of a pass 
obtained from the veterinary inspector as proof that 
the animal has been duly examined, and in addition 
to any other ticket of admission. 

Or, alternately, that the exhibitor’s pass shall be 
stamped by the veterinary surgeon on duty. 

(ec) That partitions between exhibits shall be of gal- 

vanised sheet iron, instead of open wire-work. 
(The K.C.C.R. promised to write the contractors 
and urge them to instal sheet-iron partitions.) 

(f) That the exercising of dogs inside the hall is for- 

bidden wherever it is possible to take them outside. 

(y) That judges must ask exhibitors to open their 

own dogs’ mouths for inspection of teeth, etc., 
and are not to do this themselves unless they take 
adequate measures fér the disinfection of their 
hands. 

In the course of his comments on the above, Captain 
Kirk, dealing with proposal (6), said :—*‘ It is strongly held 
that the only proper person for the performance of this 
duty is the duly qualified veterinary surgeon. In virtue 
of his minimum of four years’ scientific training. he is the 
most fitted for such a responsibility. [ cannot see why 
any dog-owner should be bound by the word of a man 
who has never been qualified tu give an opinion. The 
police, public bodies, insurance companies, and others 
will not accept their word, so why should the K.C.? In 
any case the services of a qualified veterinary surgeon 
cost nothing, and I think it is up to us to vote for the best 
obtainable. Re the existing K.C. rule (No. 9)—this is 
the rule I want to see amended, as it does not go far enough. 
It allows a thin edge of the wedge to be inserted, and 
possibly only a gentle tap would be required to get the 
thicker end in. Certain words must be deleted, e.y., 
‘Some person authorised to act as a substitute.’ ” 
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Royal Sanitary Institute Congress. 





We publish the programme of the forthcoming Veterinary 
Section at the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, to be 
held in Liverpool, on July 17th and 18th next. 


The subjects appeal not only to whole-time 


part-time veterinary officers also, and in addition to | 
practitioners who may be called into advise people with 


regard to clean milk production and the housing of animals, 
or to butchers and meat salesmen in regard to the pro- 
tection of their interests in case of meat inspection. 


It is not yet known exactly in which rooms the section 


will sit, but it is understood that the section will gather | 
| Bulletin de la Soc. Cent. de 


in the University and will meet in some building of that 
institution. 

Full particulars as to the trade exhibits, excursions and 
other arrangements may be obtained from Mr. EK. White 
Wallis, Secretary, Royal Sanitary Institute, 90 Bucking- 
ham Palace Road, London, 8.W. 


‘THuRSDAY, JULY IL7TH. 
CONFERENCE V. VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 
To be held in 


(9-30 a.m. Meeting of Committee of Conference.) 
10-0 a.m. to 2-0 p.m. 
President : 
Henry SuMNER, M.R.C.V.S. 


Hon. Local Secretaries : 
A. W. Nort Piiu rs, F.R.C.V:S. 
H. T. Matrrurews, B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 


Recording Secretary : 
J. R. Hayuwurst, M.R.C.V.S., 


D.V.H. 


D.V.S.M. 
Address by the President, Henry SumMNrER, M.R.C.V.S. 


1. ‘‘ Uniformity in the Method, Standard and Action 
in Meat Inspection,”’ by E. J. Burndred, M.C., M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.H., Chief Meat Inspector, Blackburn. 

Discussion to be opened by H. L. Torrance, M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.8.M., Veterinary Officer, Birkenhead. 


Fripay, Jury ISru. 
CONFERENCE V. VETERINARY INSPECTORS 
( Continued.) 
To be held in 
(9-30 a.m., Meeting of Committee of Conference.) 
10-0 a.m. to 2-0 p.m... 


2. “Clean Milk, its Production and Protection,” by 
Hugh Begg, F.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Inspector, 
Lanarkshire County Council. 


Discussion to be opened by Lieut.-Col. J. W. Brirrie- 
BANK, C.M.G., M.R.C.V.8., D.V.8.M., Veterinary Officer 
in charge of Milk Control, Manchester. 


-. “The Hygienic Construction of Cowsheds, with 
ial reference to Clean Milk Production,” by Professor 
. G. Linton, Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


Discussion to be opened by T. Eaton Jones, F.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary Superintendent, Liverpool. 


Messrs. Spillers Victoria Foods Ltd. benched and 
fed the following Shows during the month of April :— 
The Leeds City Canine Show (5th); Peterboro’ Show 
(10th); Blackburn Show (19th) ; Kent Canine Show 
(21st); Cardiff Canine Society Show (23rd); and the 
Jersey Dog Club Show (24th). 


but to | 





R.C.V.S. War Memorial Library. 





List OF PERIODICALS. 
Veterinary Science. 
Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics (Free) 
Veterinary Journal (Free)... 
Veterinary Record (Free) ... = is 
Tropical Veterinary Bulletin (P.id for)... 
American Journal of Vet. Med. (Paid for) ... 
Journal American V.M.A. (Paid for) 
Cornell Veterinarian (Paid for) 
Recueil de Med. Vet. (Paid for) 7 
Med. Vet. 
(Paid for) .. oe 
Revue Générale de Med. Vet. ‘(Paid for) 
Revue Vétérinaire (Paid for) tit 
et de Zootechnie 


Journal de Med. Vet. 
(Paid for) .. a“ sei nie 
Annales de Med. Vet. (Paid for) 


Il Moderno Zooiatro, Parte Professionale 
(Paid for) .. ae 
Il Moderno Sesiatwe, 

(Paid for) .. 
La Clinica Veterinaria (Paid for) 
Il Nuovo Ercolani (Paid for) “it 
Archiv f. Wissen. Tierheilkunde (Paid for) 
Zeitschrift f. Infektionskrankheiten der 
Haustiere (Paid for) ei 
Monatsheft fiir Prakt. Tierheilkunde (Paid 
for) 


Parte Scientifica 


| Wiener Tierarzt liche Monatsheft (Paid for) 


Berliner Tieraérztliche Wochenschrift (Paid 


for) 
Deutsche Tierarztlic he W echenedelth (Paid 
for) nics ees eas aia 
Miinchener Tierdrztliche Wochenschrift 


(Paid for) ... 
Schweizer Archiv. 
for) 
Tierarztliches Are hiv. (F wee 
Jahresbericht itiber die Leistungen auf 
dem Gebiete der Veterinar-Medizin 
(Paid for) .. os oni . R 
Revue Vétérinaire de ( enetonthiny tlt ved 
Revista Zootechnica (Free) “a 
Skandinavisk Veterinar Tidskrift (ree) ... 
Maanedskrift for Dyrlaeger (Paid for) 
Journal of the Japanese Society of Vetcrin- 
ary Science (Free) 
Medical and General. 
British Medical Journal (Paid for) ... 
Lancet (Paid for) 
Parasitology (Paid for) 
Journal of Helminthology (Paid for) 
Tropical Diseases Bulletin (Paid for) 
Journal of Physiology (Free) 
Proceedings of the Royal Society (Series B. ) 
( Free) a 
Proceedings of Seslingte al Soc salty uF om iain 
( Continued at foot of next vage.) 


f. Tierheilkunde (Paid 


Period. 


Quarterly. 
Monthly. 
Weekly. 
Quarterly. 
Monthly. 
Monthly. 
Quarterly. 
Monthly. 


Monthly. 
Monthly. 
Monthly. 


Monthly. 
Monthly. 


Weekly. 


Monthly. 
Monthly. 
Fortnightly. 
Monthly. 


Quarterly. 


Monthly. 
Monthly. 


Weekly. 
Weekly. 
Weekly. 


Monthly. 
Weekly. 


Yearly. 
Monthly. 
Monthly. 
Monthly. 
Fortnightly. 


Quarterly. 


Weekly. 
Weekly. 
Quarterly. 
Bi-monthly. 


‘Monthly. 


Quarterly. 


Monthly. 
Quarterly. 
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MUNICIPAL MILK. 


It often happens that when a good paper is pre- 
sented before a Society for debate, the opener of the 
discussion has so much useful comment to offer that 
the attention of the listeners is directed more to the 
arguments of the opener than to those of the original 
writer of the paper. This was very apparent at the 
last Congress of this Association at York, and it was 
Mr. Spencer who drew attention to this very fact, 
Curiously enough, the same thing happened at the 
last meeting of the Central Division, when Mr. Spencer 
was the contributor of an excellent and thoughtful 
paper on the milk problem. The discussion was ably 
opened by Colonel Brittlebank, who, however, had 
so much that was pertinent and instructive to say 
that equal attention will be focussed on his arguments 
and the facts which he brought to notice. These 








(Continued from previous page.) 


Japan Medical World (Free) Weekly. 
Philippine Journal of Science (Free) Monthly. 
Revue de Pathologie Comparee (Free) Fortnightly. 


Annales de L’Institut Pasteur (Paidfor) .... Monthly. 
Bulletin de L’Institut Pasteur (Paidfor) .... Monthly. 


Le Lait (Paid for) ... oe 40 Monthly. 
Centralblatt f. Bakteriologie (Paid for) Monthly. 
Zeitschrift fiir Fleisch u. Milch Hygiene 

(Paid for) ... we “a ... Fortnightly. 


Agriculture. 
Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture (Free) Monthly. 
Scottish Journal of Agriculture (Paid for) Quarterly. 
Journal of Dept. of Agric., Ireland (Free)... Quarterly. 
Journal of Royal Agricultural Society (Free) Annual. 
Transactions of Highland and Agric. Society 


(Free) _ wn on wi .. Annual. 
Journal of the Dept. off Agric. Union of 8. 

Africa (Free) oes ene cn ... Monthly. 
Rhodesia Agricultural Journal (Free) Quarterly. 


New South Wales Agricultural Gazette (Free) Monthly. 


New Zealand Journal of Agriculture (Free) Monthly. 
Agricultural Gazette of Canada (Fre: ) Bi-monthly. 
Cyprus Agricultural Journal (Free) Quarterly. 
Bulletin Agricole de Congo Belge (Free) Quarterly. 
Bloodstock Breeders’ Review (Free) Annual. 


| . 
' two gentlemen have once more impressed upon us 


the very unsatisfactory condition of the milk trade 
so far as the supply of pure milk is concerned. Whether 
municipalisation is to be the remedy remains yet to 
be argued and proved ; a question of such importance 
cannot be settled in a period of a few months. The 
one point that emerges from the discussion at the 
Central meeting was that the most unsatisfactory 
and the most uncontrollable factor in the milk problem 
is the human factor. Healthy cattle, perfect sani- 
tation and hygiene. up-to-date plant. well-organised 
distribution and pasteurisation, all count for little, 
or we might say, perhaps, even nothing at all, if the 
human factor fails. Given experienced and reliable 
men to carry out all the duties in connection with the 
trade, the other requirements may be utilised for the 
attainment of perfection. If clean milk can be 
produced in unfavourable surroundings, as we are 
told it can be, then it should be possible to find some 
means to prevent dirty milk being produced from 
clean and sanitary surroundings. Is it impossible 
to train intelligent men and make them reliable for 
the carrying out of these duties? If this problem 
can be solved, we are apparently within measurable 
distance of a clean milk supply. 

We are not considering at the moment the subject 
of a pure milk and a tubercle-free milk. These are 
veterinary matters which call for especial attention. 
But on the subject of cheap and clean supply there 
are many points which, although not veterinary 








matters, are of considerable interest and which call 
for thought. The first point is the cost. We do not 
deny that milk as a food is worth the price charged 
for it. but it does not seem right that the cost of 
marketing of milk should equal the cost of production. 
Whether marketing by municipal authorities would 
lessen this cost is open to grave doubt. Theoretically 
it should do so, but Jehn Citizen has learned sadly 


| that in only too many instances that municipal 


undertakings have to be paid for out of the rates. It 
is all very well to say these things should be done 
“ by the people for the people,” and ,that there should 
be no profits made out of “the food of the people.” 
Socialist ideals do not always work out in practice 
and only too frequently are not economically sound, 
however desirable they may seem. Probably a 
vastly increased production, together with a vastly 
improved and well-organised distribution, would 
go a long way towards lowering cost. Distribution 
by retail is at present unsatisfactory, and probably 
in this direction some form of licensing and regis- 
tration by local authorities might in the end save a 
duplication of selling agencies. Up to the present 
every effort seems to have been expended in endeav- 
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ouring to improve the milk supply of the large cities. 
It is time some definite effort were made to protect 
the country folk, for the milk supply in the country 
districts is far worse than that in any of our large 
towns, and is under no supervision. [f some means 
can be found to bring the whole milk supply of the 
country under compulsory supervision and control, 
with some uniformity in the method both of control 
and of distribution, we should have at least taken 
one step towards clean milk. 


R.A.V.C. Annual Dinner. 


The annual dinner of the officers of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps will be held at the Hotel 
Cecil, on Friday, the 20th June, 1924, at 8 p.m. 
Officers of the Militia, Territorial Army and Temporary 
Officers who served in the war are eligible to attend. 
Subscription :— Subscribers, £1; non-subscribers, £1 
10s. Od. 

Will gentlemen desirous of attending kindly inform 
the Hon, Secretary, R.A.V.C. Dinner, Caxton House 
(West), Tothill Street, S.W.1. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A quarterly meeting of Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Limited, was held at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., at 
3 p.m. on Wednesday, April 9th, 1924. 

The President (Mr. H. J. Dawes) occupied the 
chair, and there were also present Sir L. J. Blenkin- 
sop, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Colonel J. W. Brittle- 
bank, Captain TT. Dalling, Major G. W. Dunkin 
Messrs. F. L. Gooch, H. P. Hoghen, P. J. Howard, 
J. W. McIntosh, W. D. Rees, 8. H. Slocock, 'T. Spencer, 
H. Sumner, W. Woods, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, 
Colonel W. D. Young. and Mr. G. H. Livesey (General 
Secretary). ' 

The Secretary read the minutes of the previous 
meeting, and its adjournment, and these were approved 
and signed as correct. 

Gifts to the Association... The receipt of a donation 
of £1 1s. Od. was announced from a member who 
wished to remain anonymous, and of the presentation 
by Professor Penberthy of the Minute Book of the 
Provisional Committee of the Association for the 
year 1882-1885. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the donors. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following members of Council had intimated, 
with regret, their inability to attend the meeting :- 
Mr. J. R. Baxter, Colonel H. G. Bowes, Messrs. H. 
Begg, W. H. Brooke, B. DeVine, Professor Gaiger, 
Messrs. J. S. Lloyd, N. MacAlister, G. P. Male, J. F. 
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Macdonald, H. L. Roberts, W. Scott, Major P. J. 
Simpson, Messrs. W. P. Stableforth, and A. E. Willett. 

It was decided that a letter of sympathy be sent to 
Major Simpson on account of his recent serious 
illness. expressing the Council’s hope of his early 
restoration to health. 

The Prestpent: Mr. Salusbury Price is unable to 
be with us this afternoon, for, as most of you have 
heard, and all will hear with the deepest regret, Mr. 
Price has lost his wife and has also had a slight stroke 
himself. 

The Council signified its sorrow by passing a vote 
of sympathy. standing for a few moments in silence. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. W. L. 
Williams, of Cornell University, expressing his great 
appreciation of the invitation extended to him to 
prepare a paper upon Sterility for the Aberdeen 
Congress and to present it in person. As soon as he 
had been made acquainted with the official attitude 
of the American Veterinary Medical Association, he 
would write further in the matter, and he assured 
them that it would be a very great pleasure to him to 
present his findings in the sterility investigation upon 
which he was at present engaged personally to the 
Congress. 

A letter had also been received from Dr. H. Preston- 
Hoskins, Secretary of the A.V.M.A., thanking the 
Association for its invitation to them to send a repre- 
sentative to Aberdeen, and stating that it had been 
forwarded, with the suggestion relative to Dr. 
Williams, to their President, Dr. C. H. Stange, for his 
official action. 

The Librarian of the R.C.V.S. had written con- 
veying the thanks of the R.C.V.S. Council for the 
gift of the Veterinary Record. 

Colonel J. A. Griffiths, Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Zomba Protectorate, desired the Secretary to convey 
to the Council his thanks for their prompt considera- 
tion of his letter of the 28th December, 1923, regarding 
concessions for membership. 

In a communication dated March 21st, the Secretary 
of the National Horse Association of Great Britain 
had conveyed the information that it had been 
decided to maintain the Association in being for 
another year, and requested that the N.V.M.A. 
should pay its subscription for the current year. 

The Secrerary: In regard to that, it will be 
remembered that, at a meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee, it was decided to write to the Association 
saying that, in view of the lack of support which the 
Association had received, they did not feel justified 
in continuing their subscription. 

Mr. MciIntosu: When that matter came before 
us we thought that the Association was virtually 
defunct, but, in view of the possible action which the 
Association may take in regard to the proposal to 
abolish horses from the London streets, I think we 
should subscribe for this year. 

On the proposition of Mr. SuMNER, seconded by 
Mr. McInvosu, it was resolved “ That the subscrip- 
tion paid by this Association to the National Horse 
Association be renewed for this year.” 
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Mr. W. T. Edwards, of Neath, had written thanking 
the Association for its communications in regard to 
the matter of fees for market inspection. They had 
been effective, and he now received a guinea for each 
inspection. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Certified Milk 
Producers’ Association contained the information 
that over 550 letters had been sent to auctioneers 
of cattle in this country drawing attention to the 
requirements of the Ministry of Health with regard 
to the testing of cattle intended for inclusion in herds 
producing Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin-tested) 
milk. 

The Secrerary: | have had considerable corres- 
pondence with Mr, Thatcher in regard to witnesses’ 
fees. I circularised all the divisions of the Association 
and I had returned to me by the Secretaries a consider- 
able number of forms which Mr. Thatcher required 
to be filled in. Mr. Thatcher had tabulated the 
returns, which would, he wrote, require very careful 
consideration before a report could be sent to the 
R.C.V.S.) Mr. Thatcher thanked the Association for 
the action which they had taken. 

Since our last meeting, continued the Secrerary, 
1 have been made officially aware of the fact that 
the Ayrshire Veterinary Association has been formed, 
and that it is not affiliated with the ** National.” 
I have been in communication with the Secretary of 
the Association asking if they should not be affiliated. 

Subsequent correspondence upon this matter was 
then read, and it was agreed that the Secretary 
should write pointing out that the question of the 
Ayrshire Association joining the N.V.M.A. was not 
a personal matter, but one concerning the organisa- 
tion of the societies into a composite whole. The 
Council should draw their attention to the fact 
that by thus securing representation on the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. they would be in a position 
directly to influence the policy of the Association, 
which, they believed, voiced the opinion of the whole 
of the Veterinary Profession. 

The Secretary of the English Guernsey Cattle 
Society had written as follows : 

“ My Council have had before them the question of 
the ready means by which unauthorised persons can 
acquire and use tuberculin, and thus seek to make a 
legitimate test by a veterinary surgeon inoperative. 
I am to assure your Council that my Council feel very 
strongly in this matter, and would like to co-operate 
with your Biological Products Committee in any way 
possible in order that some proper control should be 
placed over the sale and distribution of tuberculin, 
to secure that only those authorised to use it shall be 
able to obtain the necessary supplies. 1 am directed 
to ask that you would be good enough to bring before 
your Council the views expressed in this letter,” 

The letter was received with applause, and the 
opinion voiced that it was a decided indication of 
progress that so powerful a Herd Society should have 
been roused to action in the matter, — 

A letter from Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, forwarding, 
with strong approval, a proposal from the Glasgow 
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College Students’ Union that a Cadet Corps should be 
formed amongst students, was read. The letter, said 
the SECRETARY, came before a Committee the previous 
day, and it was decided to treat it sympathetically 
and to suggest that the Council should do so. 

Dr. Brapiey: How would such a proposal be 
consistent with the Articles of Association / 

The Secrerary: That is the Committee to which 
I made reference, Sir, and the Committee thought 
it would be a good thing if provision could be made 
for this. 

Professor BUXTON proposed ** That the considera- 
tion of the question of the formation of a Cadet Corps 
he deferred until the report of the Special Committee 
to revise the Articles of Association is considered by 
the Couneil.” ’ 

Mr. SuMNER seconded the proposition, which was 
carried, 

The Secrerary: | have applied to the Railway 
Clearing House for the reduction in fares to those 
proceeding to the Congress at Aberdeen, and a reply 
came that only L14 vouchers were presented on the 
railways for obtaining cheap tickets to York, and 
that unless the Association could see its way to 
guarantee that not fewer than 200 members would 
avail themselves of similar facilities in regard to the 
Aberdeen journey, these could not be accorded, He 
had signed and distributed no fewer than 1,650 forms 
on the previous occasion, and it was almost incredible 
that so few had been utilised, in view of the fact that 
there were considerably more than 200 attenders. 

‘The Secretary was instructed to pursue his enquiries 
and report to the next meeting. 


Revorts OF COMMITTEES. 
EprroktaL COMMITTEE, 

The Secrerary : The Editorial Committee desires 
me to bring the following matter before you :- 

Application has been made by a member who had 
read a paper before a division for free copies of his 
contribution. The Committee feels that it is not 
justified in acceding to the request, as the paper was 
contributed to a division, and was only inserted in 
the Veterinary Record at the request of the Secretary 
as part of the proceedings. The Committee thought 
that any such request should come from the Secretary 
of the division, who alone is in a position to claim 
reprints. : 

This Committee desires a ruling from the Council 
on the point. 

The Council has previously decided that if a con- 
tributor sends a paper and it is reproduced in the 
Record, he shall receive fifteen free copies, should he 
desire them. But this is a new point. 

Sir L. J. BLeENKINSoP: | suppose that, as these 
papers are given to divisions, the divisions are respon- 
sible. If any reprints are wanted. application should 
be made to the division, but if a paper is supplied to 
the Record by an individual member, then he should 
have the fifteen copies as already provided. 

The Secretary: The difficulty really is that 
sometimes we are not furnished with these requests 











for some time after publication, and then we have 
made no provision for these extra copies. 

Dr. O. C. Bravery: I should like to suggest that 
the author of a paper be made responsible for his 
own proof reading--it is only fair to him and only fair 
to the Editor. and you can put in a notice that if 
reprints are required, you must be notified on return 
of the proof. You might make a rule that all papers 
must be submitted in manuscript and in proper form. 
Statements which should never have appeared have 
done so because the author has trusted too much to 
the reporter. 

The Secretary: It would simplify the work of the 
Editorial Committee if secretaries of divisions could 
be instructed to ask contributors of papers if they 
require reprints, and that, if so, the application should 
come from the Secretary of the division immediately. 

It was resolved: ‘‘ That requests for reprints be 
submitted to the Editor at the same time as the 
manuscript.” 


FINANCE AND ApbvisoryY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. W. MeInrosu, Chairman of the Committee, 
presented the following report : 

Three meetings of the Finance Committee have been 
held since the last meeting of Council. 

The Committee heard with regret that Mr. B. DeVine 
desired to retire from the Committee owing to his present 
inability to attend meetings. 

The General Secretary reported that the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies and Counsel had expressed the opinion 
that the Association is liable for rates; it therefore was 
decided that no further action could be taken, and the 
ratés were ordered to be paid. 

It was decided that no further contribution be made 
to the National Horse Association. 

It was resolved that the size of the 
be limited to thirty-two pages. 

In view of the balance of cash at the bank, it was resolved 
that a purchase be made of £1,000 5 per cent. War Stock. 

The General Secretary’s action. in not applying for 
affiliation fees was approved. 

It was decided to increase the subscription to the 
Federation of Medical and Allied Services to £10 10s. Od. 
per annum. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to a member 
who had written stating that, owing to adverse circum- 
stances, he was unable to pay his subscription arrears, 
that it was regretted that it was impossible, by the Asso- 
ciation’s Articles, to retain his name upon the membership 
books, but that they heard of his circumstances with 
great regret, and trusted they would soon be such as to 
enable him to resume membership. 

It was agreed to leave in the hands of the President and 
Secretary the matter of taking steps to secure the services 
of a firm of solicitors competent to advise the Association. 

The monthly financial statement, then presented, 
showed a cash balance, at date, of £1,770 lls. Od., with 
payments to be made amounting to £476 3s. lld. The 
Committee assented to the payment of these accounts. 

It was resolved that the suin of £1 18s. Ud. claimed by 
Mr. P. D. Reavy in connection with expenses incurred 
over proceedings of the Irish Branch be paid. 
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In moving the reception and adoption of this 
report, Mr. McIntosn said he thought that the 
Association had every reason to congratulate itself 
upon the very excellent financial position it had 
attained at this early stage in its organisation. 

Professor G. H. Woo.tpripee (Hon. Treasurer) 
seconded, and the motion was carried. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND PusLic HEALTH 
COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary: It was suggested that the Council, 
this afternoon. might send the following resolution, 
if approved, to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to-day : 

“ That the National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland, Limited, is strongly of 
opinion that the time has arrived when the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons should arrange for a 
definite and special examination for the inspection 
of both meat and milk to be included in the examina- 
tion for the Diploma. The Association considers 
that a higher standard of practical knowledge in 
these subjects is desirable.” 

Sir L. J. BLenxrnsop: Might I ask that it may be 
stated definitely in the resolution to which examina- 
tion reference is made there ? 

Dr. O. C. Braptey: I decline to support the 
resolution, Sir. 1 think you are forgetting that the 
R.C.V.S. examinations are organised for the benefit 
of the general practitioner and not for the specialist. 
A special examination in meat and milk is very 
admirable, but it is a post-graduate requirement. 

Professor WooLpRipGE: Might I ask if this is not 
provided for in the meat inspection examination for 
the D.V.S.M. ? 

Dr. BraptEy: Yes, fully. 

Colonel Youna: I[ have just returned this week 
from Holland. I have been all over that country to 
see the system of meat inspection, and [ hope, what- 
ever steps may be taken, nothing will be done to 
minimise the amount of knowledge that our profes- 
sion should have when they are dealing with meat 
inspection. In order to show that we are the right 
people to do this work, we must have an adequate 
training. I am very sorry to have to say it, but on 
many occasions | have to blush because I have had 
carcases sent to the Smithfield Market which have 
been passed without the lymphatic glands ever having 
been opened—-the reason being painfully obvious. 

How many veterinary surgeons at the present day 
can afford to take six months doing nothing else but 
studying for the D.V.S.M.? I trust that in future 
no man will receive his M.R.C.V.S. degree unless he 
has such a knowledge of meat inspection as will be 
a credit, and not a reflection upon, his instruction. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Spencer: | am quite satisfied that we are 
neglecting these subjects of public health very much, 
and it is essential that we should so educate our men 
that we can turn out graduates fully capable of under- 
taking the duties of meat and milk inspection. I do 
not think they are so capable at present. I think 
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the better plan would be to take the whole question 
of meat and milk inspectorship out of the R.C.V.S. 
Diploma and put it into the D.V.S.M., so that you 
will be able to supply men capable of doing the 
ordinary practice of veterinary-surgery and, at the 
same time, adequately carrying out the duties of 
public health. I think that the Royal College has 
already decided that the present time is not opportune 
for the extension of the course to five years, but it 
seems to me that is the only way out of the difficulty. 
I maintain that the veterinary surgeon, by reason of 
his training, is the proper man to inspect these 
things, but 1 cannot say that the man, as trained at 
the present day, is trained to fulfi! his duties in the 
way in which the public has a right to expect. 

Sir L. J. BLenxinsor: I propose that the resolu- 
tion be sent. 

Mr. F. L. Goocu seconded the proposition, which 
was agreed. 

BrioLogicaL Propucts COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary: The Biological Products Com- 
mittee send the following recommendation to the 
Council :— 

“That the report of the Biological Committee be 
printed and circulated, with a covering letter, to the 
Herd Societies and to every Member of Parliament.” 

The recommendation was approved on the proposi- 
tion of Colonel BrirrLeBANK, seconded by Professor 
Buxton. 

The Secretary : The Committee send the following 
also : 

“ That a recommendation be sent to the Council 
of the N.V.M.A. that the previous recommendation 
sent to the R.C.V.S. be withdrawn.” 

This was approved. 

RESOLUTIONS, 
From the Lincolnshire and District Division : 

“ That this meeting of the Lincolnshire and Dis- 
trict Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association supports the recommendation of the 
parent body that the Government should be urged 
to re-introduce the Tuberculosis Order at an early 
date.” : 

Mr. Woops moved, as an amendment, that the 
word “a” should be substituted for ‘“ the” before 
the title ‘ Tuberculosis Order,” his reason being 
that he was convinced that the former Order could be 
improved in several ways. 

Dr. BRADLEY: What about these other resolutions 
on the agenda? They specify the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1913-14. 

Colonel Youne: | approached the City Corporation 
and asked them to re-introduce the Order. If we 
get it introduced as it is, | think we shall be in a strong 
position, 

The amendment, which had been seconded by Mr. 
RexEs, was defeated, and the resolution declared 
carried, 

From the Lincolnshire and District Division : 

“ That this meeting of the Lincolnshire and District 
Division of the N.V.M.A. is of opinion that so long as 
the authorities consider it advisable to keep store 
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cattle from entering the county from other areas, it 
is inadvisable to allow the movement of fat stock 
into the county.” 

It was resolved that no action be taken, the opinion 
of the meeting being that the subject of the resolution 
was of purely local concern. 

From the North of Scotland Division :— 

“That this meeting of the North of Scotland 
Division of the N.V.M.A. is unanimously of the opinion 
that the Tuberculosis Order of 1914 should be intro- 
duced at once, and the manufacture and distribution 
of tuberculin should be controlled.” 

This resolution was received and confirmed. 

From the Eastern Counties Division : 

“That this meeting of the Eastern Counties 
Division of the N.V.M.A. are unanimously of, the 
opinion that the Ministry of Agriculture be urged to 
re-introduce the Tuberculosis Orders of 1913 and 1914, 
with a view to the eradication of Tuberculosis in 
Dairy Cattle.” 

The resolution was confirmed. 

From the North Midland Division :— 

(1) “ This meeting of the North Midland Veterinary 
Association is of opinion that the police in each local 
authority should promptly inform all veterinary 
surgeons practising in the district of outbreaks of 
foot-and-mouth disease and supply copies of the 
Orders made affecting same.”’ 

(2) ‘The Association also approve of slaughtering 
as a means of eradicating foot-and-mouth disease.” 

These resolutions were received and confirmed, 
with the exception that in resolution (1) the words 
“the police in” should be deleted. 

Professor J. B. Buxton moved : 

“To consider the winding up of the Association 
as a Limited Company, and its incorporation.” 

It would be within the memory of all of them, said 
Professor Buxton, that when the last re-organisation 
of the National took place, a year or two previously, 
it was said that it would be incorporated. They 
would also remember that it was pointed out to the 
executive officers at that time that it would be an 
expensive business to have the Association incor- 
porated, and that the best thing to do would be to be 
registered as a limited company. He allowed that 
that was one of his many errors. (Laughter.) They 
should at that time have raised a fund of money to 
enable them to dispense with that abominable word 
** Limited.” . 

They could do that by winding up the Association 
as it now stood, and by starting another Association, 
having it incorporated and omitting the word 
‘* Limited.’ He believed he was right in saying that 
it would not cost £50. Their financial position was 
such that they should not hesitate for one moment 
to effect the change. He therefore formally begged 
to move the winding up of the Association, as and 
when it could be performed, as a Limited Company, 
and its Incorporation. 

It was: agreed that a special meeting be called for 
the purpose of winding up the Association. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the 


proceedings. 
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Divisional Reporis. 


North Wales Division.* 


A meeting of this Division was held at Glanaber, 
Llangefni, the residence of O. Trevor Williams, Esq., 
J.P., on Friday, the 14th March, 1924. 

There were present Major F. T. G. Hobday, Major 
K. C. Oliver, Messrs. O. Trevor Williams, G. Jones 
Roberts, W. Hall Savage, Richard Jones (Hon. 
Treasurer), F. Booth, J. Matthews, Owen Thomas, 
Hugh Williams, C. W. Cartwright, H. V. Hughes, 
F. Jones Manley and J. H. Wynne (Hon. Secretary). 

Visitors: Professor R. G. White, M.Se., Dr. J. R. 
Prytherch, Mr. J. Booth and Mr. H. W. Jones. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. E. P. 
Edwards (President), owing to illness, Colonel Mere- 
dith, Messrs. J. Cane, F. G. Edwards, W. Hughes, 
H. Ll. Jones and R. F. Montgomerie. 

Major Hobday was voted to the Chair, in the 
absence of the President. 

The minutes of the meeting held at Colwyn Bay on 
the 18th September, 1923, were taken as read, con- 
firmed and signed. 

New Members.—The following gentlemen, duly 
proposed and seconded, were elected members of the 
Society :—Mr. I’, Jones Manley, M.R.C.V.S., Llanwrst; 
Mr. R. F. Montgomerie, University College, Bangor ; 
and Major EK. C. Oliver, Talwrn, Llangefni. 

Meetings.-Mr. O. Trevor WILLIAMS proposed that 
meetings of the division be held three times a year 
instead of twice as hitherto, and in support stated, 
that as the membership was increasing and conse- 
quently more interest taken in the work, it was 
of importance that meetings be held oftener. 

Mr. Boorn proposed that the meetings be held 
quarterly, but it was resolved that three meetings be 
held annually, viz., on a Friday in February, July and 
November. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Marruews, seconded by 
Mr. Ricwarp JONEs, it was unanimously resolved 
that the hearty greetings of the division be conveyed 
to Dr. Griffith Evans. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Mr. K. P. Epwarps, Mold, had prepared the 
following presidential address, which had been 


circulated amongst the members : 

Gentlemen, —-I must first of all.thank you for the 
honour you have done me in electing me as President 
of the division for this session. It was quite a sur- 
prise to me to receive the intimation, as | certainly do 
not deserve the honour, having been by uo means a 
faithful member in past years. 

I once heard of a “ jibbing ” horse being cured by 
hitching another to a rope around his neck and 
dragging him along. I do not attribute any such 
barbarous intention in your putting me in the Presi- 
dential harness and giving me some work to do, 
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whilst, far from “ jibbing,” I assure you that with 
your help and forbearance, I shall endeavour to carry 
out the duties to the best of my ability. 

The first of these I find is to give an opening address 
for the session, and I regard this as a rather serious 
duty at this particular juncture. As, however, there 
is a very important agenda to go through, and our 
time is short, I have, in order to enable me to dis- 
charge this duty, without trenching upon any valuable 
time, thought it best to distribute it in advance. 

Presidential addresses, and I think rightly so, 
generally concern themselves with the politics and 
ethics of the profession, and to my mind at no period 
in the history of our calling have the politica! con- 
cerns, both domestic and public, internal and external, 
been of such interest, and of such vital importance to 
our future destiny. It is often said that the general 
practitioner, and particularly the country practitioner, 
concerns himself but little in the domestic politics, 
or the public aspects of his duties, and is too busy 
earning his daily bread, or too apathetic from habit, 
to take interest in, or thought for, the progress of his 
profession socially or in relation to its status as an 
entity of the body politic. 

However true such an assertion may or may not 
have been in the past, the serious significance of such 
indifference remaining true for the future was never 
more apparent. 

To my mind the profession stands at a serious 
“parting of the ways,” that “tide which taken at 
the flood leads on to fortune” is rising; we are as 
never before being observed, criticised, judged by the 
press and the public, by individuals, both competent 
and incompetent to pass opinions upon our value as 
public servants, and, last but not least, our claims 
to be regarded as a scientific profession are being more 
or less seriously challenged. It is a vital concern of 
ours that we must not “take the wrong turning ” 
at that parting of the ways, we must not miss that 
tide, but be ready with a well-manned, sea-worthy 
boat to take it “at the flood,” or I fear the future 
of our profession will be stranded on an arid, inhos- 
pitable shore for a generation. 

Whence come these pessimistic reflections, you 
may ask? Let me recall some recent happenings, 
and some circumstances and facts concerning our 
relations to the public, and to public bodies, in various 
directions. 

We are in the public eye as never before. Why ¢ 

We have had the off-hand strictures of Lord 
Lascelles, the libels of London and provincial magis- 
trates, the critical articles in the Times and lesser fry 
of the press, and last but not least, there are the 
repeated and serious outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease ; all these have served to bring us into “ the 
limelight.” 

How have we figured in, and emerged from, this 
dazzling prominence? [I fail to see the light of any 
halo around our devoted heads, at which much 
ignorant, untrue, adverse and unfair criticism has been 
hurled. 
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Much of this unfavourable atmosphere which has 
been created has not been dispelled, because it appears 
to be nobody’s business in particular to do it, and we 
have too often meekly presented the other cheek to 
be smitten. 

Not only in our relations to the general, and least 
informed, public has this too often been our attitude, 
but also in our relations with Public Bodies, Parlia- 
mentary Committees, and County Authorities, are 
we in consequence regarded as of little account. 

The twelfth report of the Departmental Commission 
issued for the year 1922 had a good deal to say about 
the necessity for more research into animal diseases, 
and the vast benefit which would accrue to agriculture 
and the Empire by a greater knowledge of them, 
their control and cure. 

Not a single member of this Commission was a 
veterinary surgeon, and in the report the Commis- 
sioners suggest that students selected should be 
University graduates in science, but no mention is 
made of graduates of the R.C.V.S. being eligible to 
take on research work in the diseases of animals. 

In our relations with County Councils and other 
public bodies, our fees for some of the work, as well 
as our fees as expert witnesses in the Law Courts, are 
nothing short of an insult, and are to my mind an 
index and measure of the value placed upon our 
services, and of our status as a profession, in the eyes 
of these authorities. 

In another sphere it has remained for a sporting 
newspaper to inaugurate and raise a fund for research 
into distemper, and although eminent veterinary 
surgeons were placed upon the Executive responsible 
for furthering the work, they are largely overshadowed 
by others outside tlie profession. 

Replying to a toast proposed by the Prince of 
Wales at a recent dinner of the Royal Society of 
Medicine, Sir Wm. Hale White referred to “the 
founding of the new section of Comparative Patho- 
logy ~ as an ‘‘ epoch-making event.” 

The inauguration of this “ epoch-making event ” 
has come largely as the result of the work, the special 
request, and the co-operation of veterinary surgeons, 
and yet, at this important function, Sir William nor 
any other speaker mentioned them, nor, as the Editor 
of the Record points out, was the word * veterinary ” 
spoken the whole evening. That the impression 
conveyed would be that the new section consists 
entirely of medical men devoted to the study of 
animal diseases, is evident, and was apparently that 
which appealed to Sir Wm. Joynson Hicks, the then 
Minister of Health, for in his speech at the same 
function he said: “I appeal to this great gathering 
of doctors to help the Government to rid the country 
of this great scourge of foot-and-mouth disease. If 
by your efforts you can only find some cure or some 
preventive of this terrible scourge, you will earn the 
everlasting gratitude, not only of men, but of the 
animals themselves.” 

This is only one more instance, though a prominent 
one, of the doctors being in the “ stalls” and the 
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“ vets.” not even “in the ha’penny place” in their 
own theatre of the diseases of animals. 

Again, during the acute prevalence of this epidemic, 
there appeared in all grades and classes of the press, 
and in the editorial columns, the effusions of all 
sorts and conditions of men, who aired their opinions 
on the cause, prevention and cure of the scourge. 

This welter of correspondence told a bewildered 
and suffering body of agriculturists, and a no less 
bewildered, though sympathetic, general public, what 
ought and ought not to be done, and generally got 
in a nasty innuendo as to the ineffectiveness and 
general uselessness of all veterinary surgeons, anyway. 

Not the least remarkable feature of this misguided 
correspondence was contributed by medical men. 
From a sister profession, our elder sister, greater, 
wiser, far older in the knowledge of her own failures 
and of the poignant difficulties which beset the path 
of the fighters of disease, far greater in her resources 
for their investigation, instead of a sympathetic 
understanding, we got in some letters more crass 
ignorance and mis-statement than from the lay 
critic. I regret to say, also, that in more than one 
paper there appeared reports of interviews with 
veterinary surgeons, which in my opinion were, to 
say the least, highly injudicious, and allowed the 
impression to be conveyed that they, as individuals 
superior to their fellow graduates, possessed a cure 
for the disease which simplified all difficulties, 

I will not pursue this vein further, though there 
are numerous other examples which show how little 
ice we cut with “ the powers that be,” and which no 
doubt will occur to your minds. I have painted a pretty 
black picture up to now: justly or unjustly this is 
the sort of atmosphere in which the profession, from 
this sketch, appears to find itself; suffering from a 
kind of social dyspneea from breathing the thick 
fog of criticism; with few powerful or enthusiastic 
friends, many ignorant disparagers, an uninformed 
general lay opinion, many powerful rivals seeming to 
menace and possibly to overshadow our claims to 
rank as a scientific profession ; and then there is the 
charge of some disloyalty, and a great deal of supine 
apathy, in our own ranks. 

Even if all this is only partially true. is there no 
excuse for it? Are we, as a profession, entirely to 
blame ? Who has helped us in the past ? What assist- 
ance for research endowment have we had from the 
Government, from the owners of the enormously 
valuable live stock of the country, or from the wealthy 
owners of the finest racing and hunting stock in the 
world ? 

Do we ever hear of anyone leaving £1,000 to the 
R.C.V.S. or to one of the teaching Colleges? We 
hear of some morbidly kindhearted old maid leaving 
so much a week that her cat or dog may survive her 
a few years, and one hears of the R.S.P.C.A. pro- 
posing to spend £2,000—subscribed to it for the 
purpose—to erect a cenotaph or other memorial to 
the animals sacrificed during the war. Incidentally, 
one notes that the R.S.P.C.A. itself frequently 
benefits from bequests to its funds, but the Veterinary 
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Profession, devoted to the prevention, alleviation, 
and cure of the “cruelty to animals” inflicted by 
disease, has so far failed apparently to appeal to the 
testamentary imagination of the British public, and 
this is another measure and gauge of the public 
appreciation. 

But is there no other side to the picture? Are there 
no other symptoms in the case? Because, if not, 
prognosis is not very cheerful. 

Well, in my opinion, there is a much happier 
picture to be seen if we can clear the canvas of the 
murk and smudge of untrue and unfair stricture ; 
the patient has quite a lot of vitality in him, and may 
have a great future if only he will “ wake up and 
buck up ” himself, and if those who love him and have 
faith in him will see that he has fair play, give him 
a little encouragment, and see that he is not snowed 
under by ignorant criticism or frozen to death by 
neglect. 

And it seems to me that at last there are hopeful 
“ signs of spring ” in the air and a new spirit abroad ; 
there are not wanting signs of a “troubling of the 
waters in our ‘pool of Bethesda,’ which indicate that 
healing virtue is present ; but, we must cast ourselves, 
or be cast into, the pool--before others do so and 
our opportunity be lost. 

Well, we have always, I trust, had sufficient energy 
to fend for ourselves as far as our resources would 
allow us, and now it appears we are to be given some 
encouragement, help, and opportunity to that end. 

I must first of all mention the gracious acceptance 
by H.R.H. The Prince of Wales of an honorary degree 
of the R.C.V.S., and may I say that we are as proud 
of him as our colleague as we are of him as our Prince. 

The recent appointment of Professor Buxton as 
Director of the Animals Research Institute at Cam- 
bridge next stands out as a hopeful sign of a new era, 
as it without doubt is also an event of the most vital 
import to the future of our profession. 

We are compelled to note and to remember that 
the Government grant is not made to the Veterinary 
Profession as such, and indeed that a veterinary 
surgeon might not have been appointed Director of 
the Institute at all, but, passing over these facts, one 
has beyond this to ask whether the University of 
Cambridge is peculiarly fitting for the establishment 
of such an institute ? Has it greater claims than the 
older veterinary teaching colleges, with their long 
and intimate knowledge of animal life in health and 
disease, and with that instinctive insight into and 
grasp of clinical detail, from which so much helj: may 
accrue to the laboratory worker ? 

But whatever may be our reservations or mis- 
givings, we must take this gift with both hands, and 
accord to the new Institute and to Professor Buxton, 
the heartiest and most loyal help and support of 
which we are capable. Other research bodies with 
similar aims have been inaugurated, and it behoves 
us to realise that in the outcome of this, Cambridge 
and other research experiments, the profession is 
on its “ public trial,” and that therefore it is the duty 
of all to leave no stone unturned in their support. 
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If they fail to yield results of scientific and economic 
value in the eyes of the authorities it will probably 
mean ‘ goodbye ”’ to the further State endowment of 
research in relation to animal diseases for many a 
long day. 

These are important hopeful influences from 
without, but to my mind the most vital influence 
comes from within—from the birth of the “ National 
Veterinary Medical Association.” This is the 
“ Professional Union ’’--why should not professions 
as well as trades unite? It is “The Combine” of 
our calling. This is the age of “ combines,” legitimate 
and illegitimate—ours is certainly legitimate—-the 
only pity is that this already vigorous child was not 
born sooner, and in my opinion, by fostering and 
nurturing his growth to sturdy manhood, lies our 
great and sure hope of solidarity, of greater esprit de 
corps in our ranks, and of a vivified interest in all 
that concerns the advance and public appreciation 
of our profession. 

The “‘ National ’’ has already done wonderful work 
for us all, and it justly claims the whole-hearted 
support of every graduate to enable it to do much 
more in the future. For there is much to do which 
can only be done by combined effort, and where the 
best individual effort will bear no fruit. 

The profession generally is far from satisfied with 
the fees paid by County and other authorities. The 
question arises in my mind whether combined repre- 
sentation by groups of counties would not be more 
effective than that of individual counties. And in 
this connection it seems to me that the North Wales 
division might with advantage, after a round-table 
conference, evolve a scale for united presentation to 
the county authorities concerned. The area is a 
compact one, the character of the country is similar 
throughout, and in my opinion there should be no 
difficulty in arriving at a scale acceptable to us all, 
and for which we are prepared to “go on strike” if 
necessary. 

ain, are we content to think that Mr. Jones, 
M.R.C.V.S., B.Sc., D.V.H., may be awarded a fee 
of 16s. 6d. for his attendance at Court as an expert 
witness, whilst Mr. Brown, F.A.I., giving his opinion 
of the value of some property at the same Court, is 
entitled to three guineas ? The fee is an insult, but 
the invidious distinction of status is something even 
worse, and we are ourselves to blame if we take it 
lying down. 

On the question of our liability to jury service, I 
was surprised to see one of the divisions pass over a 
resolution on the subject, several members giving 
personal reasons as to how and why they got off 
service. This is surely beside the point; what we 
aim at is recognition of our status in the matter on a 
par with that of the medical profession, and on 
similar grounds, the possible urgent need for our 
services. 

In the question also of salaries offered to graduates 
by public bodies and Government services at home 
and abroad, it seems to me that it will be by loyal 
combination, by a strengthening of the hands of the 
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“ National” in the common cause, that the many | 
grievances which exist will be removed or redressed. | 


The “ National” through the Record is doing great | 
propaganda, and we have also had the magnificent | 
propaganda work of Mr. Henry Sumner and others | 
within the profession. We also, [ think, need a | 
serious and watchful propaganda ovwtside. ‘‘ Sweet 
are the uses of advertisement,” says the cynical wag. 
We do not want to advertise, but we do want to 
“keep our end up.” We want to ensure that not 
only actual libel, or slander of the profession are 
met, but also to see that we are not ignorantly mis- 
represented, ignored in our own sphere, or in any way 
publicly slighted or disparaged without adequate 
and authoritative reply being made in the public 
press, or by whatever means may be wisest. 

The subject is a difficult and a thorny one, and I 
am aware that a proposal to form a sort of propaganda 
committee within the “ National” was turned down 
some time ago, but all will admit that a vigilant 
watch dog is needed in these relations to-day, and it 
is ever true that what is “anybody’s business is 
nobody’s business.” 

Then also we need a positive and constructive 
propaganda, which will mould and guide public 
opinion on subjects within our sphere. Would it not 
be an excellent thing, for example, to have a veterinary 
surgeon or two-——by way of a wholesale change from 
so many lawyers—as members of Parliament ? 

Such members of the House, if backed up by the 
combined voice of a united profession, might even 
enable the public to hear the voices of the children 
who die, or are crippled by tuberculosis of milk 
origin, and might even induce the powers that be 
to do something toward protecting them against 
this source of danger. 

No one in general practice who takes the trouble to 
use his microscope in the diagnosis of udder disease 
can help but be appalled by the ghastly and insiduous 
incidence of mammary tubercle, or shudder at thought 
of the consequences, and I think that every division 
of the “National” should strengthen its hand by 
passing a resolution in favour of the revival of the 
Tuberculosis Order of 1913. 

To my mind, the present milk position- with the 
ineffectively idealistic Milk Bill and the 1913 Order 
in abeyance—is a case of “straining at a gnat and 
swallowing a camel.” The milk danger, par excel- 
lence, is the tubercle bacillus; eliminate it, as far as 
is humanly possible, as the first great step in the fight ; 
less toxic organisms can, if necessary, wait their turn, 
and “ dirt as dirt ” is already provided against. 

In pressing for the renewal of the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1913, we are, surely on solid ground, we 
know the scientific aspect of the subject; there can 
be no question as to the social and hygienic importance 
of the issue, and I think it our duty to ourselves as 
a profession, as well as to the community, that we 
give the public a strong lead on this serious matter. 

Every practitioner is, I trust, a propagandist in 
his daily routine on this milk question, but this is, 
to my mind, an occasion for the profession to impress 





itself upon, and mould. public opinion, by a strenuous 
and combined propaganda which would redound to 
its credit. If resolutions were passed by each division 
of the “ National,’ and it could be arranged for the 
presentation of these resolutions to all of the county 
councils of the country at, or about the same time, 
press notices would appear of them throughout the 
country and public attention be aroused. 

I am sure I am voicing your feeling when I say I 
ain glad to find the Ministry of Agriculture taking 
an interest in North Wales to the extent of making 
a grant providing for an Advisory Veterinary Officer 
attached to Bangor University. I feel assured that we, 
as the division concerned, will heartily welcome the 
veterinary officer who has been appointed and the 
other University delegates to our meeting, and that 
we will await the details of the scheme from them, 
with a keen, yet sympathetic, interest. 

| have in this address tried to convey my own 
feeling that there is a new spirit abroad in the pro- 
fession, and that this is a period of renascence as well 
as one of trial and revaluation of our calling. 

To speak, in conclusion, of our own home affairs 
as the North Wales division, may I express the hope 
that it will partake of this spirit of revival in full 
measure, and will exert itself with renewed energy 
to strengthen and widen its position and usefulness 
during the present session. There are over fifty 
veterinary practitioners in North Wales, many of 
whom apparently are not members of the Associa- 
tion, but who I ain sure we would all be delighted to 
have join us, for it must be the wish of us all that the 
North Wales division should not stand still, but should 
“increase and multiply” in strength, membership 
and influence. 

The wide and scattered character of the area, 
necessitating long journeys to our meetings, no 
doubt militates against a high average attendance, 
and personally, I should like to see the experiment of 
three or four meetings a year being held and, if pos- 
sible, an occasional social function or dinner, would, 
I think, form a valuable means of stimulus and 
reunion. 

Another suggestion, Which I make with much 
diffidence, is that we might recruit some Cheshire 
practitioners, many of whom, I find, are not members 
of any association. Chester is regarded as a sort of 
Capital of North Wales, and to many practitioners 
in the county the North Wales division could offer 
facilities for meeting professional colleagues which 
might be appreciated. 

“The strength of the chain is in its weakest link,” 
a strong and virile series of divisions means a strong 
and virile “ National,” and therein we may hope to 
realise our motto—-“ Vis Unita Fortior.” 

Foot-anp-Mouts DIsEasE. 

Mr. J. H. Wynne proposed the following reso- 
lution : 

“ That we heartily endorse the policy which the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries is pursuing in 
the control of the present outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease,” 
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Mr. O. Trevor WILLIAMS seconded. 

Mr. H. V. Huaues remarked that he did not think 
the division should pass a vote of support to the 
Ministry’s policy as now defined, but that they might 
express their sympathy with the officials. 

Mr. Booru, in supporting the resolution, stated 
that if a better scheme than that of slaughtering 
could be found the Government would no doubt 
adopt it, and the resolution did nothing more than 
express support of their efforts. 

Major Ottver also supported the motion, and 
remarked that he had a great deal to do with the 
disease in Soudan where the only thing that could be 
done was to isolate. If slaughter could have been 
pursued it would have been the course adopted 
there. 

Mr. MANLEY suggested that they should ask the 
opinion of Cheshire on the question. 

Mr. WYNNE, in replying, pointed out that the matter 
involved not only the closing of their markets, but 
their pedigree stock had also to be considered. 


The resolution, being put to the meeting, was 
carried, 
TUBERCULOSIS. 
Mr. J. H. WYNNE proposed the following reso- 
lution : 


“That we ask the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries to issue at an early date a Tuberculosis 
Order providing for the destruction of all cattle 
that are a source of danger to the public health 
and to other animals, as a first step in the preven- 
tion of bovine tuberculosis in human beings.” 

In support of the proposal, Mr. WYNNE said that 
their sanatoria were full and the cost of treating 
tuberculosis was immensely greater than its preven- 
tion. Bovine tuberculosis was a source of consider- 
able loss of human life and much misery in North 
Wales. The elimination of all cows with open tuber- 
culosis would also greatly benefit agriculture. 

Mr. Owen THOMAS seconded the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously, 

Copies of the foregoing resolution were directed 
to be forwarded to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, the Ministry of Health, the Members of 
Parliament for North Wales, and to the County, 
Councils of North Wales, 


VETERINARY ADVISORY OFFICER. 

Professor R. G. Wurre, M.Sc., University College, 
Bangor, addressed the meeting in reference to the 
appointment of a Veterinary Advisory Officer for 
North Wales. 

He stated that the appointment was regarded as 
an experiment and its success or otherwise depended 
very largely on the way in which the scheme was 
got to work, and that depended more on the veterinary 
surgeons of North Wales than anyone else. By 
hearty co-operation and help the scheme would prove 
of immense value to the stock industry of North 
Wales. It should be clearly understood that the 
very last thing the Department wanted was to inter- 
fere with the ordinary practice of veterinary surgeons. 
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This was clearly defined in the appointment of Mr. 
Montgomerie. He would not be allowed to be 
engaged in commercial work, such as the preparation 
of vaccines for sale, or to charge fees for any duties 
performed. He must not interfere with the practice 
of veterinary surgeons and consultants, that is, he 
must not provide farmers with cheap advice or act 
as consultant in individual cases of illness in stock. 

The work of the officer, in Professor White's 
opinion, far from interfering with veterinary surgeons’ 
practice, would have the contrary effect, for it was 
likely that his activities would educate the agricul- 
tural community to appreciate the value of profes- 
sional veterinary advice. * 

Professor White proceeded to outline the ways in 
which the officer's activities would develop : 

(1) Enlightening farmers on broad questions of 
hygiene and prevention of disease. 


(2) Research work. 
(3) Undertaking for veterinary surgeons the 


examination of material requiring a certain amount 
of bacteriological equipment such as they would have 
at the new laboratories at the University, 

(4) Preliminary stages in preparation of vaccines 
in certain cases, 

In concluding, Professor White expressed the hope 
that the members of that branch would be ready to 
receive Mr. Montgomerie, whose work began next 
month, and give him all the information they could, 
and that he would no doubt feel that his first duty 
would be to advance in every possible way the interests 
of the great stock industry in that area. 

Dr. J. R. Prytaercn, Llangefni, and Major 
Hoppay spoke of the great value of the work pro- 
posed, 

Messrs. J. Mattuews, Ricuarp Jones, G. JONES 
Roserts, O. Trevor WILLIAMS and F, Booru also 
spoke welcoming the scheme as outlined by Professor 
White, and it was resolved that the same be approved 
and that the best thanks of the meeting be tendered 
to him for his speech. 

Dr. J. R. Prytuercu addressed the meeting on 
the value of co-operation between the two sections of 
practitioners, and suggested that a joint meeting of 
medical and veterinary practitioners would be of 
great assistance to both. 

The meeting expressed its approval of the sugges- 
tion, and it was agreed that steps would be taken to 
arrange such meetings. 

It was agreed that Mr. Hall Savage's paper on 
“ Bracken Poisoning” be left over till the next 
meeting. 

Next Meeting. Mr. J. H. WyYNNe invited the 
Society to hold its next meeting at Denbigh and the 
same was accepted, 

A vote of thanks to Professor Hobday for presiding 
concluded the business, 


INTERESTING CASES. 


Prior to the meeting, the members witnessed two 
very interesting operations performed on a mare and 
a dog by Major Hoppay. 

(Continued at foot of next page.) 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 


Diary of Events. 


May 9%th—Meeting of the Lancashire Division, at 


Manchester. 
. Yth—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, at 
Leeds. 


There was a remarkably good meeting of the Royal 
Counties Division held last week at Swindon, when 
an appreciative welcome was given to Major Simpson, 
the Secretary, after his speedy recovery from a severe 
operation. An unusual number of post-mortem 
specimens was presented, which is always a welcome 
sign betokening an interest amongst the members 
and a desire to help the Society. 

** * * * 

Mr. Coleman gave a very interesting paper, one 
point in which was his comment on the close relation 
between tuberculosis and Johné’s disease. He was 
understood to contend that the two diseases are not 
found to exist simultaneously in the same animal, 
and this was fairly borne out in the debate. Mr. 

(Continued from previous column. ) 

The mare had a fistula in the parotid region, and 
a foreign body could be felt with a probe. She was 
chloroformed and a piece of wire four inches long 
was extracted. This had been embedded a little 
distance above the -jugular furrow. Whether it 
found its way there through the cesophagus or other- 
wise could not be definitely decided. It was thought 
the wire had formed part of a wire rope in use on the 
farm. There was no history of the animal having 
suffered from any injury. 

Mr. Savas said the terrier brought by him was the 
worse of two out of the same litter similarly affected. 
They were tongue tied, and quite unable to lap any 
liquids, 

Major Hospay injected a grain of morphia and 
when it had taken action he snipped the /fraenum 
linguae with a scissors, and it was found that the 
tongue could be brought out a great deal better 
than before the operation. , 

Mr. LiuewekLLyNn Jones had sent a cow’s bladder 
which was about two-thirds filled by a growth, which 
also extended through the meatus urinarius. 

Mr. G. Jones Roserts said the condition was not 
at all uncommon in his district, and that some time 
previously he had recorded some cases in the Record. 
‘This cow had suffered from redwater for some weeks 
but had not been attended by a veterinary surgeon. 

The members were entertained to tea by Mr. and 
Mrs. Trevor Williams, and on the motion of Mr. 
Ricuarp Jongs, seconded by Major OLiver, a hearty 
vote of thanks to them for their kindness was passed. 

J. H. Wynne, Hon. Secretary. 
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Male’s report of his experiments with tuberculin of 
avian origin was extremely interesting. Mr. Perry, 
President of the Mid-West and South Wales Division, 
and Dr. Greenwood, who were guests at the meeting, 
joined in the discussion. 
* * * * 
We are in need of a complete bound set of the 
Veterinary Record from its inception up to the time 
of its being taken over by the Association. It is only 
right that we should have a good copy of our journal 
which contains so much of the history of our own 
times, and we hope that some member, now that our 
need is known, will come forward and make a 
presentation of it to the Association. 
** * * * 
We are also greatly in need of a copy of the ** Pro- 
ceedings of the National Veterinary Association ”’ 
for 1885 and bound. copies of the proceedings, from 


1910 onwards, 


* 2K * * 


The annual dinner of the College is to be held on 
Thursday evening, July 3rd, at the Abraham Lincoln 
Room, Savoy Hotel, Strand, W.C. Dinner tickets 
will be 12s, 6d., exclusive of wines, There will be a 
reception at 7 p.m., and decorations are to be worn. 
Lady guests are not invited. 

Obituary. 

T. S. Price, M.R.C.V.S. 

On Saturday morning, April 26th, 1924, at his 
residence, St. Julians, 102 Leigham Court Road, 
Streatham, London, 5.W., Thomas Salusbury Price, 
in his seventy-eighth year. Graduated April 27th, 
1868, London. 

FEDERATION OF MEDICAL AND ALLIED SERVICES ANNUAL 

DINNER. 


The Annual Dinner of the Federation will be held at 
the Langham Hotel, London, on Friday, May 30th, at 
7-15 p.m. 

The President, Sir Berkeley Moynihan, Bt., K.C.M.G., 
C.B., M.S., F.R.C.S., will preside, and a number of official 
guests have intimated their intention of being present. 

It is particularly hoped that as many individual mem- 
bers, and members of co-operating organisations, as 
possible will attend and bring with them ladies or gentle- 
men as private guests. 

Early application to the Secretary of ‘the Federation, 
12 Stratford Place, W.|, should be made for tickets, 
price 12s. 6d., exclusive of wines. The cost of any ticket 
which it is subsequently found cannot be used can be 
refunded if the ticket is returned not later than May 27th. 
Decorations to be worn. 





Foot-and-Mouth Disease Committee. 

In view of the resignation of Sir Charles Sherrington on 
account of ill-health, the Minister of Agriculture (The Rt. 
Hon. Noel Buxton, M.P.) has appointed Lt.-Gen. Sir 
William B. Leishman, F.R.S., Director-General Arm 
Medical Services, to be Chairman of the Committee whic 
was recently appointed to negotiate direct and conduct 
investigations into foot-and-mouth disease, either in this 
country or elsewhere, with the view of discovering means 
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whereby the invasions of the disease may be rendered less 
harmful to agriculture. 





Mr. Charles Machattie, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., of Keith, 


taken as being absolutely contrary in every way to the 
. firmly expressed opinion of the profession for the past 
' four years, and as likely to perpetuate the glaring scandal 


has been appointed Assistant to the Director of the : 
’ tuberculin had been included in the Bill, except to make 


Veterinary Department, Iraq. He is a graduate of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, and for a 
time was a member of the junior staff of the College. 
The International Horse Show, which opens on June 
20th, is likely to be a more than usually important 
exhibition this year on account of the large number of 
overseas visitors who will be in London during its 
continuance. Several new classes of a kind likely to 
be especially attractive to visitors from the Dominions 
have been introduced. There are also two series of 
classes for amateurs, one for Hunters and the other for 
Hacks. It is laid down that horses shown in these 
series are to be the property of the exhibitors, who must 





not in any way be interested in the purchase or sale of | 


horses for profit. People who are in the habit of riding 
horses in the show-ring for other people are not eligible 
to compete in these classes. In the trade section a class 
has been added for heavy four draught trade or farm 
turnouts. 





Messrs. Spillers Victoria Foods Ltd. benched and 


fed the following Shows during the month of April :— . 


The Leeds City Canine Show (5th); Peterboro’ Show 
(10th); Blackburn Show (19th); Kent Canine Show 
(21st); Cardiff Canine Society Show (23rd); and the 
Jersey Dog Club Show (24th). 


Poor Pussy. 





“Last Friday,” writes a correspondent, “a client 
brought a cat with a slight cold and canker of oneear. The 
ear was cleaned out and a bottle of medicine given for the 
cold. The cat was brought back on Monday and the client 
was asked how the cat was getting on. She said that the 
cat was much better, but that she would like the ear 
cleaned out again. 1 then asked her how she had managed 
in giving the medicine. 

** She said, ‘ Oh, I couldn’t give him it with a spoon; he 
spluttered so. Sol got a stick of macaroni and sucked the 
teaspoonful of medicine up into it, and then blew it down 
his throat.’ ” 








Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
Sest post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Satarday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the ,ame and address of the eon- 
tributer for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


The * Other Things.” 





To THe Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—You seem to have lashed yourself into a fury over 
the Therapeutic Substances Bill, quite needlessly, I think. 
Those of your readers who probe the subject deepest will 
be the least disturbed by your vituperations. Others 
there may be who, from a casual reading of your editorials, 
may be led to believe that the profession is smarting under 
a deep sense of injustice and indignity. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. 

In your leading article of March 22nd, in deploring the 
exclusion of tuberculin from the Bill you ‘ think that the 
Veterinary Profession will strongly condemn the action 


of tuberculous milk.” 
Now, what earthly difference would it have made if 


it dearer? The Bill only deals, and is only intended to 
deal, with the manufacture of these substances, and 
studiously avoids any interference with their distribution. 

The Joint Committee which it is proposed to set up are 
to make regulations for the following purposes :— 

1. Prescribing the standard of strength, quality, and 

purity. 

2. Prescribing the tests which shall determine that 

the proper standard has been attained. 

3. Prescribing units of standardisation. 

Also to make regulations as to naming, form of con- 
tainers, and periods subsequent to manufacture beyond 
which the substances may not be used. 

What you are aiming at, more particularly, of course, 
is control of the distribution of tuberculin in order to prevent 
its fraudulent use, a praiseworthy object of which, however, 
this particular Bill does not, and was never intended to, 
take the slightest cognisance. 

In your leader of April 12th you warn your readers that 
there are tuberculins on the market of variable potency, 
and that many other veterinary biological products have 
been found to be inert or of doubtful potency. Wonderful ! 
Has anybody ever seen any commodity of which the 
same could not be said ? To mention a few, there are bad 
tuberculins, bad whisky, bad eggs, and bad editorial 
articles, but one is not obliged to possess oneself of any of 
these things, with the possible exception of the last named. 

There is any amount of tuberculin and other biological 
products on the market of proved reliability if common- 
sense care is exercised in their selection. Officially 


_ prescribed standardisation would not increase their reli- 





ability, but would inevitably send up the price, which, in 
many cases, is already too high for the man who has to 
use them. I think I knew your answer to this point, 
Mr. Editor. 

You have been informed by a representative of an 
eminent firm of manufacturers that their prices would not 
be sensibly increased under a system of official standard- 
isation. How does he know? How can anybody know 
until the standard has been fixed and experience obtained 
as to the quantity of material which must be thrown 
away as falling below the standard line ? You might as 
well ask an engineer to furnish an estimate for making a 
lake without any mention of the proposed acreage. {Take 
anti-abortion vaccine. For years past this material has 
been obtainable at a price which enables it to be widely 
used. In my experience, the results are excellent and 
its use devoid of any sort of danger, which shows that the 
methods of the manufacturers are sufficient for all prac- 
tical purposes. We do not require, neither can we afford 
to pay, for a vaccine of such superlative purity, potency, 
and general excellence as would render it suitable for 
injection into a duchess. Veterinary biological products 
are required for animals in the treatment of which the 
economic factor meets us at our first visit,and when we 
have injected the material we want a little margin, beyond 
the actual cost, for having carried out the treatment. 

The issue before the profession, in this matter, is a 
perfectly plain one. It is not a question as to whether 
steps should be taken, given an appropriate opportunity, 
to prevent the fraudulent use of tuberculin—of that there 
can be no two opinions—but whether, by attempting to 
secure standardisation of certain products we shall so 
increase their cost as to render their use prohibitive.— 
Faithfully yours, Trevor F. SPENCER. 

Kettering, April 23rd, 1924. 





The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following :— 

Communications from Messrs. R. W. Hall and G. C. 
Lancaster and Major D. 8. Rabagliati. 
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